Outcomes:

At the end of an investigation an outcome is required.

The possible outcomes are:

Substantiated: Evidence was able to prove that

the allegation did happen.

Unsubstantiated: There is insufficient evidence

to prove that the allegation did or did not happen.

Unfounded: Evidence was available to prove that
what was alleged didn’t happen or couldn’t have

happened or information has been misinterpreted.

Malicious: A deliberate act to deceive. For an
allegation to be classified as malicious, it will be nec-
essary to have evidence which proves the intention

to deceive.

False: There is sufficient evidence to disprove

the allegation; and suggest that it was falsely made.

The outcome of any investigation is final. Unfortunately,
detailed information regarding the investigation may not
be able to be shared with you further than action has
been taken and appropriate safeguarding measures have

been implemented.

This is due to data protection requirements and is not
about withholding this information from you. You can be
assured that the Wakefield & District Safeguarding Chil-
dren Board provide independent scrutiny to all investiga-
tions to ensure they are clear and transparent, consider-
ing all safeguarding issues to reach a conclusion and that

appropriate action is implemented without delay.

Raising safeguarding
concerns regarding
professionals who work
with children and young

Information for Parents and Carers

WAKEFIELD & DISTRICT

safeguarding

children board




What is the Local Authority Designated
Officer (LADO) role?

The LADO is responsible for overseeing all
safeguarding allegations about individuals who work
with children and young people. This may be in a
paid, unpaid or voluntary capacity.

A concern can be in relation to the person’s behaviour
at work or outside of their workplace.

The LADO is a qualified social worker and will
consider the following thresholds when an allegation

is made:

Behaved in a way that has harmed, or may

have harmed, a child;

Possibly committed a criminal offence against

or related to a child

Behaved towards a child in a way that
indicates they would pose a risk of harm to
children.

The LADO will not be able to share specific
information regarding the alleged person involved with
you, but will ensure that a nominated person in the
agency undertaking the investigation will keep you
informed throughout.
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