
Student Friendly Safeguarding Policy for Minsthorpe Community College

What is child abuse?

Child abuse is when a child is intentionally harmed by an adult or another child – it can be 
over a period of time but can also be a one-off action. It can be physical, sexual or emotional 
and it can happen in person or online. It can also be a lack of love, care and attention – this is 

neglect.

Our College ethos 
‘Motivation, Commitment 
and Care’ shows you that 
all staff at Minsthorpe 
Community College are 
MOTIVATED to provide you 
with the best CARE possible 
both in College and external 
to it.

• We are COMMITTED to
creating a supportive and
secure environment in
College where you feel safe
and valued.

• We aim to show you CARE
by listening to your worries
and concerns. If any staff are
concerned that you are not
safe they will report it to the
Safeguarding Team below
but will not discuss it with
others.

• We encourage students to
show CARE to their peers
by reporting any concerns
that they might have to
their Head of Year (CCTL), a
Safeguarding Team Member
or any member of staff.

• We are MOTIVATED and
will take action, to help you
and ensure that you are

safe from harm, and this 
may mean that we need 
to speak with your parent/
carers and other people that 
do not work in College such 
as Social Workers, the Police 
and School Nursing for 
example. 

• We are COMMITTED to
educating you so that you
can identify risks and keep
yourselves safe from harm,
this includes when you are
online e.g. L4L, assemblies
and pastoral support.

• We are COMMITTED to
promoting equality for all by
following the College rules
and policies that are in place
to keep us safe from harm
for example: Anti-Bullying
Policy; Online Safety Policy;
BE FAIR and many others.

• We promote Fundamental
British Values where we
all show CARE by treating
others with mutual respect
and tolerance so that
individual rights are not
ignored and incidents are
not dismissed as banter.



Show CARE by helping others; some common 
signs that something is wrong and that help might 
be needed.
• Sudden changes in their behaviour or
personality – aggressive, quiet, taking risks etc.
• No longer wanting to join in and isolating
themselves from friends – withdrawing.
• Anxiety, Low mood and concerns that they are
or may harm themselves.
• They struggle to make friends.
• Relationships with parent/carers are very
difficult.
• Has knowledge or talks about risky activities that
they’re involved in e.g. alcohol, drugs, socialising
with much older people etc. crime.
• Going missing from school or home.
• Noticing marks, bruises that they can’t explain or
covering up even in hot weather.
Remember these signs may not show that they
are being abused but may indicate that help is
needed.

Remember that if you need help and 
you are not in College or do not feel 
able to speak to a member of staff you 
can access our Student Safety Contacts 
page on the College website. Here you 
will find a wide range of resources and 
recommended apps that may help 
you. 




